[Membranolytic activity of gradex].
The membranolytic activity of gradex towards bacterial protoplasts and human erythrocytes has been demonstrated. Dextran shows no such activity. The lytic activity of gradex towards protoplasts is much lower as compared to gramicidin S. The increase in gramicidin S content from 2 to 5% caused no significant changes in the lytic activity of gradex towards protoplasts. The reduced form of gradex nad no hemolytic effect on human erythrocytes up to a concentration of 300 micrograms/ml. However, the non-reduced form of gradex af a concentration of 500 micrograms/ml lysed from 31 to 48% of erythrocytes depending on the antibiotic content in the polymeric matrix.